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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th March 2017 at 7.30 pm at 
The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman)  

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
C Baker 
D Carlin 
 

Mrs B Hallett  
J Steele  
P Sutton 
M Telling 
 

In attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk 
   Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
   Mr G Wing, Trentside Geotechnical Testing & Site   
   Investigations Ltd 
   City Cllr Ambor 
   4 Residents    
  
135  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Hinken and Keeler.   
 
136  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at that point on the agenda or as soon as they become 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. 
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 
Cllr Mrs Chapman declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute number 141.2 
regarding the co-option of Mr G Chapman to the Council and left the room during his 
vote at minute number 156.   
 
137  Minutes of Parish Council Meetings held on 25th January 2017 and 14th 
March 2017 
Cllr Steele advised that the contact for the Horne Row Neighbourhood Watch was 
Graham Ferris and not David Whiteing.  The Assistant Clerk was thanked for the 
work carried out for the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on the 14th March 
2017.   
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 25th January 2017 
be approved and signed as a correct record subject to the above amendment. 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on 14th 
March 2017 be approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
138  Public Question Time 
There were five Members of the Public present.  Three people had applied to 
become Parish Councillors and would speak later in the meeting.  The other 
members of the public did not wish to speak.   
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139  Path and Footway to Bowling Club and Tennis Club. 
Mr Graham Wing, Laboratory and Site Director, Trentside Geotechnical Testing and 
Site Investigations Limited had attended the meeting to update the Council on the 
survey information to date.   
 
Mr Wing advised that boreholes had been sunk through various sections of the slope 
to measure the movement.  The measurements would continue over the rest of the 
year to experience the dry and wet seasons.  Some movement had already been 
noted.  The area in question was made up of clay whilst the surrounding land was 
sand.  This had led to the creation of chambers underground and increased water 
pressure causing the movement.  There are a number of trees and shrubs which 
may also be contributing the removal of moisture from the ground.  There was no 
lying water in the car park.  There were three possible options for remedial work 
which varied in cost and effectiveness but these would be looked at further once 
more data was available.  An analysis had been done which showed that the area 
was safe.  Mr Wing would attend another meeting when further information was 
available to give an update to the Council.  If there were any questions in the 
meantime he would be happy to answer these.  The Chairman thanked Mr Wing for 
attending and Mr Wing left the meeting.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
140  CFIF Grant Flooding in Riffhams/Mildmays 
The notes from the meeting on 20th February 2017 were circulated.  The Clerk had 
requested quotations from 3 companies and awaited the responses for the next 
Parish Council Meeting.  At present the Clerk was working with Essex County 
Council to agree the Grant Application.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
141  Vacancies/Committees for Parish Councillors 
141.1  Resignation of Cllr Kennewell 
Cllr Kennewell had resigned from the Council.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
141.2  Parish Council Vacancies   
Five residents had shown interest in becoming a Parish Councillor.  There were CV’s 
circulated for three residents who had applied to be co-opted at this meeting.  The 
three residents all spoke briefly about themselves and answered questions from 
Members.  A vote would take place at the end of the meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
142  Reports from Village Organisations 
There were no reports made.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
143 Communications Group Meeting  
143.1  Schools Visits 
A meeting had been arranged after Easter with the Neighbourhood Plan Co-
ordinator to discuss school visits.  Two dates (22nd and 29th June 2017) had been 
booked for year 6 at St Johns School to come to Parish Council.  The Old Pavilion 
had been booked.  A visit had also been arranged for Year 5 at Danbury Park School 
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on the 12th June 2017.  Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that more volunteers would be 
needed on these days to help with the group work which would be based around the 
Danbury Neighbourhood Plan.  Members were asked to let the Clerk know if they 
could assist on these dates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
143.2  Annual Parish Meeting Monday 24th April 2017 
Sue Dobson, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would be 
speaking to launch the Danbury Neighbourhood Plan.  Questionnaires and maps 
would be placed around the room to obtain residents opinions.  Jenny Robinson from 
Chelmsford City Council would also speak about the Chelmsford City Council Local 
Plan as they would be in the consultation period.  A representative from the Rural 
Community Council would be present but not speaking.   The Chairman advised he 
would be keeping the formal part of the meeting brief to allow plenty of time for the 
speakers and questions.  He requested that Members arrive at the Sport Centre at 
6pm to set up the hall.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
144  Reports from Committees 
144.1  Resources Committee  
The Chairman of the Council reported that there was no permanent Chair for the 
Committee but that it was hoped someone would come forward from May.   
144.1.2  Neighbourhood Plan Coordinator  
It was recommended that Members ratify additional hours from 1st April 2017 for the 
Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinator (6 hours per week until the end of April 2018).  
This would have to be funded by the Parish Council at an additional cost of £3,100 
plus on costs.  Cllr Carlin confirmed that there was a large amount of work required 
which would be unlikely to be completed within the timescale without the additional 
hours.  There were tight deadlines to meet over the next 6 to 8 months.  The work 
was front loaded and Working Groups were beginning to take up more time.  The 
additional hours would allow the Co-ordinator to have some office time to progress 
the plan.  Cllr Carlin proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinator was 
allocated an additional 6 hours per week from 1st April 2017 until the end of April 
2018 at a cost of £3,100 plus on costs.  This was seconded by Cllr Steele and 
agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinator was allocated an additional 
6 hours per week from 1st April 2017 until the end of April 2018 at a cost of £3,100 
plus on costs which was to be taken from the Neighbourhood Plan budget.   
144.1.3  Auditor/Accounts 
The Internal Auditor and the RBS Accountant would be visiting the office during April.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
144.1.4  Annual Leave 
The Clerk would be away from the office from 25th April until 3rd May 2017.  The 
Assistant Clerk (Facilities) would be away from the office from 25th April until 9th May, 
2017. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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144.2 Planning Committee 
The Chairman reported that:   
144.2.1 Neighbourhood Plan  
Cllr Carlin advised that a grant of £3,500 had been awarded by Groundwork for the 
project costs which would be paid during April.  A training day had been held which 
was useful.  A questionnaire had been put together for the APM for residents to 
complete and return.  A more detailed questionnaire was being constructed and 
there were two public drop in sessions in May.  The plan was on target timewise.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
144.2.2  Planning Applications 
Planning Application 17/00089/OUT - Land south of Maldon Road and East of 
Hyde Green:  Details of the Parish Council’s comments were available on the 
website requesting refusal of the development to Chelmsford City Council.  It was 
good to see high public participation at the meeting.   
Hill Residential (development at Mill Lane):  An exhibition was to be held in the 
village on Saturday 22nd April between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Venue to be advised.   
It was reported that an application from Gladman for 340 houses in Silver End had 
been approved (Braintree District Council)   
144.2.3  Danbury Medical Centre Crossing 
The pedestrian crossing was now scheduled to be put in during May 2017.  Cllr 
Spence continued to monitor this work.   
144.2.4  Eves Corner Traffic Lights 
Any comments received from residents had been forwarded to Cllr Spence.  There 
were no further updates.  
RESOLVED:  that the information in 144.2 be noted.  
 
144.3 Environment Committee 
The Chairman reported that:   
144.3.1  Improvement of route from Danbury Common to Danbury Lakes  
This had been requested to be a permissive path and was with National Trust for a 
decision. 
144.3.2  Footpath Maps 
Dispensers had been placed in different locations around the village and the footpath 
maps were being replenished by the Groundsman, Cllr Steele and the Assistant 
Clerks.  
144.3.3  Essex Police 
The Police were unable to come and speak at meetings due to lack of resources but 
had responded to questions asked by the Environment Committee.  There were 
monthly meetings which people could attend with any queries.   
144.3.4  Posts at Elm Green 
Further wooden posts had been installed at Elm Green. 
144.3.5  Co-op Car Park 
The Co-op had advised that they were prepared to install a ‘Give Way Sign’ at the 
exit of the car park and put Give Way markings on the ground.  They were not 
prepared to consider yellow lines.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in 144.3 be noted.  
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144.4  Facilities Committee 
There was no current Chairman of the Facilities Committee.   
144.4.1  Sports Hall Roof - Sports and Social Centre  
The damp lagging beneath the water stained area in the Sports Hall Ceiling had 
been removed.  Some discussion had been had with the DCA regarding the matter 
but it was thought a good idea to leave the insulation out and see if it could be 
ascertained exactly where the leak was coming from.  The Clerk had authorised 
these works under emergency powers at a cost of £390.00 inclusive of VAT.  The 
DCA were planning on installing new lighting in the Sports Hall which would be 
funded by the DCA.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
144.4.2  Legionella 
A report had been carried out on the Sports and Social Centre and an action plan 
had just been received and circulated.  In order to do some of the items, further 
survey work needed to be done.  A extra meeting would need to be planned with the 
DCA to agree areas of responsibility.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk, 
Chairman and another Councillor if needed would attend a meeting with the DCA.    
RESOLVED:  that a meeting be arranged with the DCA regarding the legionella 
report.    
144.4.3  Eves Corner Pond 
A meeting with the National Trust had been arranged for 16th May 2017.  The Lease 
for Eves Corner ended in May 2017 and needed to be renegotiated. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
144.4.4  Notice Board 
An additional notice board would be placed at Dawson Memorial Field on Robins 
Nest. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8.30pm for five minutes.  
 
145  Children’s Centre /Old School House  
A report following a recent meeting was circulated.  It was not yet determined by 
ECC who would be moving into the building but it was likely to be a pre-school or 
nursery.  The Parish Council had had a partnership agreement with the last tenant 
as there were some shared services and costs.  The staff were concerned about the 
noise levels from a full time childcare provider as the soundproofing between the two 
ends of the building was poor.  This had not been an issue in the past as the 
Children’s Centre had only had small groups of children for short periods of time.  
Some Members who had attended a recent daytime meeting had observed noise to 
be an issue.  It was likely that there would be additional noise from children using the 
outside space.  The Parish Council Office already had secondary glazing fitted in the 
office and this could be considered later if needed.   
 
The Clerk had received and circulated a quotation to enclose the door to the meeting 
room and fit additional noise insulation.  Essex County Council would need to 
approve these works as they were the landlord but they were not prepared to fund it.  
The cost quoted was £2495 plus VAT and it would be preferable to carry out the 
work whilst the building was empty which would be at least until the end of April.  
The Clerk had contacted Lambert Smith and Hampton to advise of the issues.  The 
Clerk advised that there was an emergency budget for the Old School House.   
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Cllr Carlin proposed that the Meeting Room door was closed off and secondary 
noise insulation fitted as per the quotation received at a cost of £2495 plus VAT.  
This was seconded by Cllr Steele and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the Meeting Room door is closed off and secondary noise 
insulation fitted as per the quotation received at a cost of £2495 plus VAT to be 
taken from the emergency budget.   
 
The Clerk reported that the tables in the meeting room had belonged to the 
Children’s Centre and had now been removed by them.  New tables had been 
ordered urgently at the cost of £1506.80 plus VAT which could be taken from the 
emergency funds for the Old School House.  They were due to be delivered on 
Wednesday 5th April 2017 and would be slightly smaller to give more space.  Cllr 
Berlyn proposed that the purchase of the new tables was ratified and this was 
seconded by Cllr Carlin.  All were in favour.   
RESOLVED:  that the purchase of the new tables at a cost of £1506.80 plus VAT 
was ratified and funded from the office move and emergency budget.      
 
146  Danbury Fireworks 
At present there had been no further meetings. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
147  Parish Update from Cllr John Spence 
The March update was circulated.  The Clerk advised that the ECC elections would 
take place in May and therefore purdah was now in place.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
148  Community Transport  
CCT would like to come and speak at a meeting.  Members felt that this should be 
delegated to the Environment Committee.  The CCT would be offered a table at the 
APM.   
RESOLVED:  that the request to speak at a meeting be delegated to the 
Environment Committee.   
 
149  Danbury Times 
Cllr Mrs A Chapman reported that she had the Annual Report edition to distribute to 
the volunteer deliverers and it was hoped that the copies would all be delivered by 
Easter.  Help was needed with a round on the North side of Maldon Road if anyone 
could assist.   
 
A representative from the Churches had asked if the Winter Danbury Times could 
include an advert for the church services at all the Danbury churches.  There could 
be a problem with available space as it would not be known yet how much the Parish 
Council would need.  The Churches would need to provide the necessary 
information quite early.  It was felt by Members that this would be possible but that 
the Churches would need to be aware that their article was not guaranteed to be 
published if the Parish Council did not have sufficient space at the time.  Cllr Mrs 
Chapman would go back to the Churches for further discussion.  .   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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150  Councillors’ Surgeries 
1st April, Cllr Mrs Chapman and Cllr Baker 
6th May  Cllr Mrs Hallett and Cllr Telling  
3rd June  Cllr Berlyn  
1st July  Cllr Steele and Cllr Sutton 
5th August  TBA 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
151 Living Landscapes  
Cllr Mrs Hallett reported that plans were being drawn up to walk the village with the 
help of volunteers to see where there were any gaps in hedging.  Cllr Mrs Hallett had 
divided the village map into sections and some volunteers had been found.  The 
Assistant Clerk would liaise with the volunteers.  A further meeting would be held on 
the 12th May when it is hoped the findings could be actioned by EWT.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
152  Correspondence  
There was no correspondence to report.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
153  Matters for Report (for information only) 
There were no matters for report.   
 
154  Dates of Meetings in 2017: 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:  Monday 24th April.   
Annual Parish Council:  Wednesday 10th May.  
Parish Council Meetings:  Wednesdays: 31st July, 27th September & 29th November 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
155  Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was 
resolved that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it was in the 
opinion of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they 
were instructed to withdraw.  All the members of the public present left the meeting.   
 
156  Members to consider Co-option of Councillors. 
Secret ballots were carried out for each of the three applicants.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
took part in the first two votes and then left the room at the appropriate time 
regarding her declared interest.  The Clerk counted the ballots and announced that 
Mr Jonathon Thombs, Mrs Mandy Hessing and Mr Graham Chapman had duly been 
co-opted to Danbury Parish Council.   
RESOLVED:  that Mr Jonathon Thombs, Mrs Mandy Hessing and Mr Graham 
Chapman be co-opted to Danbury Parish Council.   
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.06pm 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….                            Cllr S Berlyn, Chairman 
 
 
Date: ……………… 


